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ADDRESS, 


To the friends of Religton, in the State of Geor- 
gia, on thetr Duties, in reference to civil 
Goverument, by 


Tus EDITOR: 


BRETHREN, AND FELLOW-CITIZENS, 


"Touct the oracles of divine truth 
treat, principally. of what pertains to eternal fal- 
vation, they are far from being inattentive to civil 
eovernment. It is regarded in the facred writings, 
as adivine ordinance. And the fcatt important 
contents of an infpired volume, muft merit ferious 
attention. Becaufe fome chriftians, as well as 
other men, have paid a difproportionate refpect to 
politics, it by no means follows, that we ‘fhould 
be utterly regardlefs of our political interefts.— 
This would be falling into the oppofite, and no 
lefs pernicious extreme. We are neither to prize 
chiefly, nor deem inconfiderable, our dear~bought 
privilege to vote in all sovernmental affairs—nor 
our eligibility to the hichett offices—nor the pro- 
tection of our perfons, liberties, property, and re 
putation, by wholefome laws 


All muft allow, that, as free men, poffeffing 
she objects of taxation, and concerned in all the 
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preludes, concomitants, and refults of war, wé 
fhould attend to the political affairs of our countrys 
as far as will confift with our other, and more im- 
portant duties. We are to be directed by pru- 
dence, and to guide all our concerns, however 
complicated, with difcretion. ‘The righteous man 
is compared, in the fcripture, to an ever-green, and 
flourifhing tree, whofe fruit is alw se 99 in its 
feafon. His divine ambition is, to potfefs all the 
virtues, and difcharge all the p lag which dignify 
and embellith civil and religieus life. W hile the 
bible is regarded as a complete rule of faith and 
practice, which, you know, is the fame as faying, 
while the fun and moon endure, civil government 
will be revered, by all good men, as an ordinance of 
Gop. To deny this, would be contradicting, not 
only many explicit declarations, but alfo the whole 
tenor of the fcriptures: And io admit it, is, in ef. 
fect, admitting that governmental concerns are en~ 
titled, by the hichett authority, to the attention 
and fupport of every citizen. 


Whatever a man’s occupation, or profeffiom 
may be, I will venture to fay, that, asa citizen he 
is injured if denied any pr vilege attached to that 
character : And fo far is this affertion from need- 
ing proof, that it does not admit it ; it muft be 
claffed with felf-evident propofitions. Being @ 
miechanic, a planter, a merchant, a lawyer, a phy- 
fician, or a minifter of the gofpel, can never, in 
juftic e, deprive a man of a fingle privilege of ci~ 
tizenthip. But in a you on this fubject, E 
feel mytelf fully juftified, as a minifter of Chrift, 
and fhould have'no doubt of the propriety of my 
conduct, in this inftance, had I borne no commife 
fion in our country’s fervice, fought none of her 
battles, nor given a cent for the fupport of govern~ 
ment. Jam not merely at liberty, as a citizen— 
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i am obliged by a divine command, asa minifter, 
to remind you of your civil, as well as other duties, 
To everv one in the facred office, an Apoftle ad. 
dreffes the following charge:—-‘* Put them in 
inind to be fubje¢ct to principalities and powers, to 
obey magiftrates, to be ready to every good work.’’ 
We mutt “adorn the doctrines of Gop our save 
ror,’’ ina becoming attention to the political, as- 
well as other intereits of our country; or, to ufe 
the more comprchenfive language of holy writ, 
iN ALL THINGS.” All fcripture 1s profitable, 
and the whole counfel of cop muft be declared by 
the minifters of his word, ‘‘ that the man of Gop 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnifhed unto aL 

oOD WORKS.’’ Some declaim againft the atten- 
tion of minifters to the political affairs of their 
country ; and, to be confiftent, they are compelled to 
declaim, with equal vehemence, again{t the fcrip- 
tures, v which, as we have feen, and might more ful« 
ly evince, not only warrant but require this atten- 
tion. St ‘Paul had carefully s/udéed, for we find 
him, on different occations, ably pleading, his prix 
vileges, asa Roman citizen. He boldly repre. 
hended the officer who fat to judge him according 
to law, but commanded him to be [mitren, con- 
trary to law. Befides, he both entorced fubjec. 
tion to the conftituted authorities, and thought it 
no difparagement to his infpired pen, to employ 
it in explaining the neceflity of taxation. Butto 
fay every thing ina word, that need be faid on this 

art of the fubject j inh ind, even our LorD himfelf, 
by his precepts, and example, directed to a proper 
conduct towards the Roman-Empire. 


After all, our expectations from civil governe 
ment, fhould not be too fanguine : It is not capa~ 
ble, in its moft perfect form of re ectifying many of 

inc moft formidable exilting evils ; and, is at once, 
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a confequence, and demonftration, as well asa 
punifhment of fin. Had man continued, as he 
was created, inthe image, and fubject to the laws of 
©op, there could have been no noctility for punitive 
juftice ; and were all men genuine, and confiftent 
‘chriftians, there would now be no ufe for coercive 
power: But in the prefent ftate of our morals, 
cocrtion is effentially neceflary tothe good, per- 
haps, to the yen exiftence of fociety. There is an 
abfolute neceffity for impofing a reftraint on the 
elfifhnefs, and ferocity of individuals, by the arm 
of the community. When the Ifraclites were for a 
fhort time without magiftrates, an infpired hiftori- 
an reprefents them, as reduced, from that circum= 
ftance, to the moft deplorable ftate. In fine, 
from characters awfully legible in the broad page 
of univerfal experience, it 1s demonftrable fthat 
even the worft form of government, and that badly 
adminiftered, is preferable to entire anarchy. A 
few of us yet remain in time, who remember, with 
pain, the diftrefling fcene exhibited in our own 
country, when the operation of law, fuffered a tem— 
porary fufpenfion: And every one knows how 
thofe are treated, in all lands, andages, who are 
only partially u under the protection of exifting laws. 
©. righteous. cop: t:% ©? %. 2 8 PAI we 


I now procced to what I more efpecially con- 
template in this addrefs : And as the fubject is the 
fame on which I hadthe honor, a few years fince, 
to compoie a circular letter, by requeft, and coin- 
cident with the views, of the Charlefton Afiocia- 
tion, I freely ufe any fentences in that perform- 
ance, which appear fuitable to my prefent purpofe. 
Taking the Bible for my guide, you will, of courfe, 
expect, and could, as chriftians, receive nothing 
from me inconfiftent with the moft ceneral, and 
liberal principles. As fellow-citizens with the 
faints, 
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faints, in all countries, we cannot foreet, that, Ina 
certain fenfe, we are likewife ci itizens of the world, 

while we, very confiftently, attend to our duties, ag 
gitizens of G Georgia, and of the United States. 


However attached to the foil that gave us 
birth, and with all our partiality for the govern- 
menc under which we have ‘the happinefs to live, 
we may exprefs our fentiments, without referve, 
and confcientioul} ly promote our local interefts, 
without injuring, mifleading, or giving the leaft 
‘uft occafion of offence, to any of the friends - 
our common religion, notwithftanding the variet 
of their political opinions. Thofe who fee no dif- 
ference betwixt right and power, may confiftently 
defend, with the fury of bigots, a contracted fyi- 
tem, or pr ivate intereft, at the expence of others: 
But, to maintain confiftency n our conduct, we 
who profe ist to d be severned by divine principles o f 
immutable rectitud e, muft act otherwife. Our 
moderation, with the inflexibility of our virtuc, mult 
be made kriow! unto all men. We are bound to 
euard, with the moft cautious folicitude, againfi 
the feducing influence of felfifh confit Jerations and 
to condemn nothing i in others, which we think tuif- 
iifiable in ourfelves. _Whaifocver we would that 
men fhould do tous, we fhould do even foto them, 
for eee fyftem, or practice may countenance 
a different. doctrine, this is the law, and the pro. 
Pen 
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In afcertaining our own natural rights, as good 
citizens will alw ays do, we afcertain thole of al! 
— men, with equal precifion; and we fhoul: 

ieftly, and diligently feek, and boldly avow the 
nee Gop Is li cht, andi in him 1s no darknefs at 
all. Pde glory of his kingdom, and the true inter- 
efts of all his creatures, are promoted by the diffu- 
{lo- 
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fion of knowledge. Hence the fcriptures charga 
us, to read, ftudy, fearch, and pray for underftand- 
ing. Rights, or gifts of any kind, not underftood, 
can never excite our gratitude, nor be improved, 
properly, for our advantage. It was not merely 
pofiefling, but knowing that they poffeffed, and of 
righ t ought to poffeis, “and enjoy, Certain natural 
rights, that led our brave and patriotic fathers, ta 
relift the unjuft encroachments of arbitrary power, 
and make our memorable declaration of Indepen- 
dence. The principal of our natural rights, as well 
defined in this immortal inftryment, are “ LiFe, 
LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS na 
These rights are oppoled to thofe we acquire, by 
Providential difpofals, focial compacts, or perfon- 
al exertions; and though forfeitable, cannot be 
alienated, or trasferred, confiftently with the prin- 
ciples of prudence, or juftice. Our equality, in 
point of rights, both natural, and acquired, is fet 
before us, W vith a beautiful, and ftriking fimplicity, 
in the word of Gop. Here our illuftrious patriots 
learned, and we fee,that, ** He hath madeof one 
blood all nations of men.’’? So that, as we are told 
in the famechaprer, ‘‘ We are,’’ all equally “the 
offspring of Gop.’? From this view, not only of 
the equality, but of the dignity of our common nae 
ture, we clearly perceive the reafonablenefs of the 
divine precept, ‘ Hoxor all men.’? AN, asa broths 
erhood, intrinfically enobled by defcent, are worthy 


of honor, 


«* Have we not all one father? Hath not one 
GOD — us?’? Inthis view of men, we fee no 
inequal a: But with refpect to gifts, property, 
and qualifications, there are innumerable inequali- 
tiesamong the human race. And acquired, are as 
much to be refpected as natural rights. If this 
were not the cale, iudolent, sutemperate, and vie. 

64045, 
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éfous, would ftand as fair a chance for honor and 
happinefs, as ¢vdustrious, sober, and virtuous char- 
acters. From the inequality of our acquifitions, 
and the allotments of divine Providence, proceeds 
fubordination; and with reference to this we are 
commanded to give, ‘*honor to whom honor is 
duc.’’ We have feen that honor is due to every 
man’s nature; but here it appears, that honor is not 
due to every man’s attainments. ‘* Shame ihalf 
fe the promotion of fools.’’ 


[To BE CONTINUED. } 





—— ——— 


CONVERSION. 





The Conversion of a Deistical Phycéisian, in North 


Carolina. 


€6 

A MONG the many inftances of the trium- 
phant power of the Gofpel, which have occurred 
in ‘the now f{preading revival of religion, the con- 
verfion of Doctcr Porter deferves particular notice. 
This remarkable initance of the difplay of free 
and fovereign grace, took place at a meeting which 
began on Friday the 27th of March, 1802, at New-= 
Providence church, in Macklenburgh county, N. 
Carolina. The account was taken from his own 
mouth, four wecks after his converfion, by an in- 
telligent, and refpectable gentleman of Charlef~ 
ton, 5. Carolina.’? The following is the doctor’s 
wonderful narrative : 


«* T was nearly a confirmed Deift; and, thoug!e 
religioufly educated, defpifed religion. At tne 


great meeting in Macklenburgh, I had the curiofi- 
ty 
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ty to attend. For nearly four days I continued o# 
he ground, though often determined to leave it, 
without fecling any unufual Impre ffion, except 
what was occalioned by the cries of the diftre fed ; 
and though I fometimes prayed to be religioufly 
jmpre fled, I never felt more carelefs and hardened 
in my life. On “Aner pe evening, while I was fit= 
ting in Mr. M’Rea’s tent, reflecting on the ftrength 
of my body, and the happy ftate of wy mind, nor- 
withftanding the fatigue and want of reft I hadun- 


dergone, I was fuddenly firuck with an unufual 
fenfation in the pit of my ftomach, which in a 
{hort time pervaded my cheft in gener a ‘. felt 
no pain; but ay pprehended immediate death. If 


}1- iticr e 
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ndeavored to remove the impreflion by walking 
ut in vain. 
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‘* fFiavinge returned to the tent, the ienta~ 


d 

tion pervaded my whole __ body and convul.. 
fions and involun tary gnafhing of teeth enfued. 
Soon, however, thefe ceafed, and | became as oné@ 
dead, unable to meve. W hile in this ftate, which 
1 fuppofe was about two hours, I experienced a 
dreadful gloom, and confufled horrors of mind.— 
This refemblance of death was fucceeded by other 
convulfions, and I again fell wa and, *cill near 
morning, experienced more dreadfal horrors, which 
increafed as my bodily ftrength — signa 
she exercife of my bodily organs was 
cove red, mM) horrors ceafed without my 
to — the particular caufe of their remov 
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tafked myfelf how I could po flibly | become re- 
siden, and exhort, as others were doing. A plaa 
» avoid profefiing religion, was immediately fug- 


, 


sefted ; which was, to attribute al! I had felt to 


fits, and fay { had been fubject to them before: 
But this I, at once, detected, and difcarded, asa 
Syoceition of the devil; and refolved to love God 
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and profefs the religion of Jesus Curist, be the 
eonfequences what they might. 


** T then began to enquire what could be the 
eaufe of thefe new and fudden refolutions. Forto 
me it appeared fcarcely poffible that I, who had 
been one of the moft abandoned finners, could ex- 
perience a change of heart without being more 
dreadfully humbled for my fins. I then, indeed, 
faw that they were great, and of a moft ayggravat- 
ed kind, having been committed again{ft much. 
light a nd soodnefs : : And though [ could not feel 
humbled for them as I wifhed, and as I knew 1 
ought to be, the glory, wifdom, juftice, grace, and 
condefcenfion of GOD, as difiehis ed in the device 
of falvation through a Mediator, broke in upon 
my mind. My foul was filled with admiration at 
the fulnefs and freenefs of his grace in curisr. 
My heart acquiefced in this clorious method of fal- 

vation, and was drawn out in love to the holy and 
bleffed Jesus. Never before did I know any thing 
of true joy. But notwithftanding all I have felt, 
I am often jealous of my heart, and examine my ex- 
ercifes with careful attention, comparing them with 
the word of cop, and religious experiences record- 
ed in other books: And, if I am not greatly de-= 
ceived, I can freely renounce all that is moft dear 
to me in the world for curtis, and his religion. 


‘Tt is fometimes fuggefted to my mind that 
the whole may be a delufion : But, glory to Gop! 
if.it fhould even be fo, it is an incomparably {weet 
one. ‘* Not mighty men that share the spoil, have 
joys compared to mine.”’ 

‘© O how delightful to contemplate the cher- 
acter of the great jeHOVAH, and his infinite love 
to finners thro’ his dear son ! May cop enable 
me to perfevere ! I defire to thank him, I have 
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been enabled to day, at court, to filence near 2 
dozen of my old deiftical campanions. My cafe 
evaded all their objections ; and they appeared to 
be ftruck with folemnity and alarm, their leades 
having failen,’’ 








EXTRACT OF A LETTER, 


From a Genileman in North-Carolina, dated 
fie oo tt 
AUZUSE ITF, 1502. 


t¢ 

Ti IE extraordinary revival of religion, which 
is becoming general, throughout the union, com— 
menced, in this ftate, near Guilford, under the 
preaching of the Prefbyterian miniflers. This 
work, however, in its rapid progrefs, has united 
minifters of all denominations, and extended as 
low as the Raft-Swamp, which lies to the fouth- 
weit of Fayetteville, andnot far above this place. D | 
The people, from two to three thoufand, have af- 
{embled with their waggons, 1nd other carriages, to 
worthip Gop, not only in Guilford, but in Chath- 
am, Orange, Rowan, Montgomery and Moore, 
counties. Thefe are called camp-meetings, be- 
caufe they are attended with provitions, tents, and 
other ufval camp-materials. 


© The ferioufnefs, and engagement of the 

people, on thefe occafions, to thofe who have never 
feen any thing fimilar to them, are fcarcely credi- 
ble. All defcriptions of the inhabitants have re- 
peatedly ftood, for a confiderable time, in the rain, 
to hear the Gofpel. They appeared to be indif- 
erent to every thing, but the falvation of their 
fouls. Athas been common, before minifters _— 

ak 
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half through their difcourfes, for tears to flow im- 
moderately from the eyes of their audiences. To 
this overflowing of the paffions, fucceeded cries not 
to be defcribed, and, in many initances, accompa- 
nied with fpafmodic atiections, 


** Numbers, after exhauftine their ftrengeth, 
ay proftrate on the ground, as in the agonies of 
death, for hours; but, at length, rofe with coun- 
tenances, and expref flions indicative of the higheft 
joy, and engaged in animated exhortations to iook 
to curisr for peace, pardon and falvation. Char- 
acters, who had been the moft notorious for wick- 
ednefs, have gone to thefe meetings, imagining 
themfelves independent of any sapanre? power, and 
proceeded to their wonted tranfyrefflions ; but before 
they came away, found themfelves on the earth, 
erying mightily to Gop for mercy, 


* Religion here, attracts the attention of al- 
moft every one, and is the general topic of conver- 
farion. A few, however, who with to be thought 
more rational than their neighbors, afcribe all 
thefe effects to natural caufes; but that a great 
reformation of manners has taken place is incon- 
trovertible. The great good work {till progref- 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER, 
Brom Doéor Nathaniel Bullien, to the rev. Foseph 


B. Cook, of Beaufort, South-Carelina. 
“* LONDON, MAY 21, 1802 
‘My very dear Nephew, 


cc 

I was laft Wednefday ata Miffionary Meeting 
where thoufands sftendad, About four hundred 
Miunilters 














i ¥o# axlvadl of Leiter. 


1 ui Minifters of the Gofpel were prefent. A moft ex- 
iy cellent fermon was delivered from Ifaiah 40, and 
| 4,5. A glorious work is carrying on: The time 
is coming when the kingdoms of this world will 
become the kingdoms of our Lorp and of his 
CHRIST. 

‘‘ There are more Gofpel Minifters, at pre- 
fent, in this kingdom, than ever were at any one 

period before. Your affectionate Uncle, 


N. BULLEIN.” 





* Mr. Coox, after favoring the Editor with the 
absve, says— 


‘* THUS you perceive, my dear brother, that 
GOD is carrying on his own good work in various 
parts of the world. The Heathen will foon be 
given to jesus for his inheritance, and the utmoft 
parts of the earth for his poffeffion. Methinks I 
hear you fay, ‘‘Go on mighty Jesus, conquering 
i and to conquer, “till 


‘Europe and Asia shall resound, 
With Africa, thy fame ; . 
And thou, America, in songs, 

Redeeming love proclaim.’’ 


F WME MEME DE MEME NES 
€XTRACT OF A LETTER, 





¥ROM A CORRESPONDENT IN SOUTH-CAROLi- 
NA, RESPECTING ONE OF THE CAMP-MEET=<= 
INGS, IN THAT STATE. 


I HE numbers, affembled.from various parts 
ei the ccuntry, formed a very large congregation. 
. Te 
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‘Tio me there appeared to be three, or perhaps four 
thoufand perfons; but fome fuppofed there were 
feven or eight thoufand. 


« The encampment was laid out in an oblong 
form, extending from the top of a hill down rhe 
fouth fide of it, toward a ftream of water, which 
ran at the bottom in an eaftern direction; inclu- 
ding a vacant fpace of about three hundred yards 
in length, and one hundred and fifty in bre: aH 
Lines of tents were erected on every fide of this 
ipace, and between them, and behind, were the 
waggons, and riding carriages placed ; the {pace 
itfelf being referved for the affembling of the con- 
pregation, or congregations rather, to attend pub. 
lic worthip. Two ftands were fixed for this pur- 
pofe: Atthe one, a ftage was erected under fome 
lofty trees which afforded an ample. fhade ; at the 
other, which was not fo well provided with fhade, 
a waggon was placed for the roftrum. The 
preaching, and exhortations of the minifters in 
general, were well calculated to infpire right fen- 
timents, and make right impreffions. In the in- 
tervals of public worthip the voice of praife was 
heard among the tents in every direction, and fre- 
quently that of prayer, as offered up by private 
chriftians. Several perfons, at this meeting, fuf- 
fered thofe bodily affections which have been ex. 
perienced in Kentucky, in North-Carolina, and 
at other places, where, within this year or two, the 
extraordinary revival in religion has taken place. 
Some of them fell inftantaneoufly to the earth, as 
though ftruck with lightning, and continued in- 
fenfible for a confiderable length of time. Others 
were more mildly affected, and foon reeovered their 
bodily ftrength, with a proper command of their 
mental powers. 

“Deep conviction of fin, and apprehenfion 

of 
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of the wrath of cop, were profeffed by the moft of 
them at firft; but fome of them afterwards ap— 
peared to have a joyful fenfe of pardoning mercy 
through a Redeemer. <A few continued under a 
fenfe of condemnation after thefe extraordinary 
bodily ailections ceafed ; and fome, from the firft 
appeared to be more affected with the greatnefs 
and goodnefs of con, and with the love of curisr, 
than with apprehenfions of wrath. 


«Yn a few cafes there were indications, as I 
eonceived, of enthufiafm, and even affectation n; 
but in others, a ftrone evidence of esashaial 
power, and gracious influence. Several received 
the impreffions in their tents ; others in a flill more 
retired fituation, quite withdrawn from company : 
Some who had been tothat moment in oppofition 
to what was thus going on, under the character of 
the work of Gop; and others who had ’till then 
been carclefs. 


«A very confiderable number had gone 
feventy, or eighty miles, from the lower parts of 
the {tate to attend this meeting ; of thefe a pretty 
Jarge proportion came under the above defcribed 
impreffions ; and fince their return to their homes, 
an extraordinary revival has taken place in the 
congregations to which they belong. It has 
{fpread alfo acrofs the upper parts ofthis flate in a 
weftern direction. 


‘ Thefe general meetings have a great ten~ 
dency to excite the attention, and engage it to re- 
lision; and were there no other argument in their 

favor , this alone would carry great weight with a 
reflecting mind: But there are many more which 


? 


might be urged. Suffice it to fay, that the direct 
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wood obtained by thefe affemblies, is more than 
a counterbalance for all their incidental evils.’ 


SONS CODE FOSS COfeSSr OCC eC BeseRecoes “Ct e7OeEC oO TR0lIgS 
OOD TIDINGS FROM BETITJEL ASSOCIATION. 


THE Editor premifes that this refpectable 
body originated in, or very near, the year of our 
Lord 1790. Itconfifted then of twenty-nine Baptift 
Churches, in the interior and back parts of South- 
Carolina. Their number in 91, was. thirteen 
hundred and fixty, and in ’94,they had increafed 
to two thoufand, four hundred, and thirty feven. 
Since that time he has not had the pleafure to feo 
sheir minutes. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER, 


From a much respeGed minister tn that connexion, 
dated August 23, 1802. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


Se 3 

I now take my pen in hand to tranfmit you 
good tidings. A great work of Gop is going on 
jn the upper parts of this ftate. Multitudes are 
made to cry out, ** what fhall we do to be faved ?’” 
A few days ago [ returned from our Aflociation. 
We have had a truly refrefhing feafon. A vati 
concourfe of people affembled on Saturday, er 
contiderable appearances of folemnity oon took 


place; but nouncommon effect ’tll Sunday late in 
the pee Then the LorD was leafed to 


ee Se aaen Neill 
manife {t his power to many hearts. Numbers 
were 
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were powerfully exercifed through the whole night, 
and fome were thrown tothe cround. 

*©On Monday the work increafed. The 
hearts of many were made to melt, and feveral 
men, noted for their impiety, were ftricken, and 
Jay among the proftrate. I muft acknowledge it 
was a memorable time with my foul: The like I 
had not felt for feveral years before. In general, 
the people were much engaged through the greater 
part of Mionday night. Before fun-rife on Tuef- 
day morning, the facred flame began to burn 
afieth : Several who had been before unaffected 
came tothe earth. The Affociation rofe about 3 
o’clock in - afiernoon; and fuch a degree of 
brotherly affection as appeared among the ‘minif— 
ters and mefiengers of the churches, I fcarcely 
ever faw. It was enough to melt the heart of the 
greateft infidel living. So very intent were the 
people to hear, that they petitioned for preaching, 
after bufine{s was finifhed ; and fome of the minif— 
ters continued with them, in conftant exercife, ’tll 
mid-night. During this time the work appeared 
to increalfe. About twenty perfons came to the 
groun |; feveral of whom were_lufty, ftrong men ; 
and miny more were made to pray heartily to GoD. 
Amoi the number very deeply affected were feve- 
ral officers of confiderable rank, and others of 
equal refpectability. Beafflured, my brother, the 
LORD is doing great things for his people in this 
country. 

** The hearts of finners melt before the word 
of truth, like wax before the fun. Infidelity is 
almoft afhamed to fhow its head. Several deifts 
have been conftrained, under a fenfe of their loft 
condition, to cry out aloud for mercy. A few, 
even of thofe who attributed the affects produce ed 


among us to infernal agency, have been reached, 
and 
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apd overcome by an invincible influence, whieh 
they now acknowledge to be divine. 


«* The work under the preaching of Prefbyte- 
rian minifters, is going on rapidly indeed, and has 
already extended northwardly into Virginia, and 
through the upper country fouthwardly_ to Geor- 
gia. The clergy, of all denominations, join hand, 
and heart, in the common caufe of chriftianity. 
In feme of the churches of our Affociation, here, 
the great revival is but juft beginning; in others 
it rapidly increafes. 


_ . © Among the moft fuccefsful of our minifters 
in this work, are the brethren, Shackleford, Pal- 
mer, Holland, Clayton, and Greer. Befides their 
churches, flourifhing to a degree that exceeds all 
for experience, there are feveral others where the 
work is almoft as great; and very few without 
fome promifing appearances. Minifters preach 
day and night; and, when they make no appoint- 
ments, are furrounded by diftreffed fouls. . Thefe 
are daily obtaining the moft fatisfactory fenfe of 
peace with Gop, and pardon through the blood of 
CHRIST. Atter believing, they openly profefs 
tneir faith, and crowd into our churches. 


© A few weeks paft, Mr. Shackleford bap- 
tized thirty-fix at onetime. Two of thofe were 
little girls; one was twelve, and the other but ten 
years old, yet they both gave very fatisfactory evi- 

dence of a gracious change. With thefe I mutt 
mention two lads, but little paft thofe ages, and 
feveral young ladies of nearly the firtt refpectabil - 
ity inthe back country, who were not afhamed to 
follow CHRIST through the liquid grave. On this 
eccafion, it was fuppofed, there were not lefs than 


two thoufand perfons prefent; a third of whom, 
C ac 
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at leaft, were in tears at the fame moment of tirté, 
Crowds came upto the minifters to be prayed for, 
and many fell helplefson the ground. This took 


place at Woodruff’s Meeting-houfe, inthe diftric 


of Spartenburgh. The number baptized in our 
Affociation, fince laft year, 1s feven hundred and 
three. 

“Gop has greatly magnified, and is {till 
marvelloufly magnifying his word. In fome way, 
and degree, or other, almoft every one feems to feel, 
and acknowledge its power. My poor foul fome 
time ago, much dejected, and bowed down, is now 
rejoicing in Gop my savior. At this initant my 
eyes overflow with tears of gratitude and joy, while 
the flame of divine love burns in my heart. 


Yours, &c. D. L. 


a Ra = 


LETTER ON OUR PENAL CODE. 








DEAR SIR, 


Ix confequence ef the fug¢geftion in the firft 
number of your Repofitory, and the converfation 
which we had on the fubject, I have in the form 
of a Memorial to the Legiflature, which is in- 
Clofed, eomprifed the principa! reafons, that oc~ 
curred to me, for the alteration of our penal code, 
and the eftablifhment of a Penitentiary. You 
will perceive in it nothing new; but it 1s furely a 
ftrong argument in favor of. fuch alteration, and 
eftablifhment, that powerful motives to effect 
them have been long fince urged, and frequently 
repeated. The extent of your correfpondence will 
enable you to circulate it, in this form, or in any 
other into which you may think proper to mould 
it. 


~ 
4 
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Ic is fubmitted to your judgment, to make 
What ufe you pleafe of the whole, or any part of it, 


lam, 
Dear- Sir, 
Your friend, &c. 


The rev. Henry Hortcomse. 


PIEAEDEME DANCES 


Memorial to the Legislature of Georgia. 


Yo the Honorable, the Legiflature of the State of 
Georgia. 


The Memorial of ihe subscribers, citizens of 
tbe State, 


RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH, 


‘Duar the Penal Code of 
the State appears to your Memorialifts to be radi- 
cally defective, and erroneous: That its deficien- 
cy is obvious in its inadequacy to effect the purpo~ 
fes for which punifhments are defigned—vhe pre- 
vention of offences, and the reformation of offenders: 
And that this inadequacy may be attributed to 
errors in the apportionment of punifhments to 
particular crimes, and the mode of inflicting the 
former. 


The difproportion between thefe, the evils 
refulting from it, and the neceflity of a more judi- 
cious application of punifhments, have been fre- 
quent fubjects of the juft and carneft animadver- 
fions of our judges and juries. Undue feverity, 

particularly 
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particularly in the deprivation of. life, for an offence 
of inconfiderable magnitude, inftead of fatisfying 
the demands of public juftice, occafions injuftice 
to be exccuted under her facred fancticn, by the in- 
fliction of a nen acre: a and, therefore, an 
unjaft punifhment upon thé fufferer, and perhaps 
on a dependent family. By fuchan execution, the 
natural abhorrence againft the crime which caufed 
it, is extinguifhed by that ftrong fympathy that the 
unreafonable feverity excites. This produces, too, 
a degree of odium againft the jury, who, by con- 
Tcientioufly adhering to their oath, have been the 
innocent inftruments of unjuit fuffering. Hence 
the defire, in others, to avoid the cenfure of inhu- 
manity, opens one Goor for impunity.’ But this 


impunity is oftner the more immediate effcct of dif- 


proportionate rigor. “Perfons who have been in. 
jured by the crimes of others, had rather, from 
con{cientious motives, fubmit in filence to the in. 
jury, than, by profecuting the tranfgreifors, be- 
come the inftruments of unjuft—of cruel punifh- 
ments. Juries too, from the fame motive, fieze 
with avidity, the flighteft pretexts, or mere foph— 
ilfms, as the ground of an acquittal, rathar than be 
organs ofa worfe than xeedless feverity. Hence 
ofienders are emboldened, and offences multiplied. 
Mena, who by fuitable difcipline might have beea 
reclaimed, become incorrigible offenders. Afio. 
ciations are formed to remedy thele evils; but the 
device produces {till greater, and expofes the 


weaknefs, the unfufficiency, the nullity of our laws, 


The mode of punifhment too, in feveral par- 
ticulars, feems unfavorable to the ends propofed. 
It is now generally believed, that in capital cafes, 
public executions have a pernicious tendency.— 
The fufferer,inftead of exciting, by his crime andthe 
ignominy of his execution, a juft horrerat his fate, 


by 
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y afluming the appearance of indifference, or of 
heroifm: obtains the encomiums of his {pectators 
for this feeming magnanimity. Betides, the fre- 
quency of fiich objec ‘ts, by rendering them famil- 
iar, fo effectually banifhes the fenfations of terror, 
that the fcene of public executions is often refort- 
ed to, by the moft flagitious, as a fit theatre for the 
perpetration of crimes. This pul blic exhtbirion ts, 
perhaps, more objectional in cafes of inferior pun— 
ifhment. Itcert -ainly is fo as it refpects the future 
conduct of the culprit. ‘The man who has been 
publicly whipped, cropt, or branded, for theft, 1 
confidered by others, and confiders him elf, to be 
reduced to the loweft ftave of degradation. The 
hope of rifing into favor, or that common flare of 
refpectability which is effential to focial life, is 
extinguifhed, and the principle of fhame era: lica- 
ted. Punifhments, which thus operate, contribute 
lefs to deter others from tran oreflin, than to ren- 
der the fufferer a thoufand times more difpofed, 

and fitted, to violate the laws. 


It has been jufthy remarked, that Legiflators, 
in framing laws, fhould have refpe “t to the difvo- 
fition of the people for whom they are intended. 
Without this’ confideration their ea will not be 
practical—they will not be enforced. You con- 
tinue in exiftence laws which originated, or grew 
out of principles eftablifhed in an age of barbarifm. 
The humaaity of the prefent period revolting at 
them, they are not executed with punctuality, and, 
when enforced, often difguft trom their feverity. 
This very fpirit, if the principle of thefe laws were 
originally juft, demonftrates the seccility of an 

altera tion in our code. 


It has long been the opinion of accurate ob- 
kervers Of human nature, that confinerneht to labor 
‘ ° 

in 
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in Penitentiaries, where criminals might be taught 
trades, and inftructed in the principles of morality 
and religion, would bea beneficial fubétitute for 
the ignominious mutilations of the perfon, and, in 
moft cafes, for capital punifhments. In confor- 
mity with this opinion, fuch inftiturions have been 
eftablifhed in feveral parts of Europe, and in the 
American ftates of Maffachufetts, New-York, 
New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland, and Vir— 
ginia; and the refults of thefe experiments are, in 
no inftance, difcouraging, but in general, highly 
fatisfactory. The advantages of fuch eftablifh. 
) ments are obvious, They admit of inftituting a 
feale of crimes and punifhments which may have a 
juft relation to each other, by apportioning the 
length and rigor of the confinement to the nature, 
and de egree of the offence. By this method, pun, 
ifhments being more moderate, and lefs difgutting 
in the mode, profecutors, witneffes, and juries, 
will be more difpofed to convict offenders, per- 
ceiving that they can thus reconcile the claims of 
public juftice to the dictates of confcience, and the 
probable amendment of the offender. 





Hence that hope of ifmpunity, which is fof. 
tered by the multitude of acquittals, will be repref— 
fed. The frequency of conviction--the certainty. 

) of punifhment—will produce that requifite affoci- 
‘| ation of difgraceful fuffering, with the commif- 
| fion of a crime, in the minds °F thofe who are dif- ’ 
| pofed to perpetrate anoffence. Thus willthey be 
more forcibly deterred. Criminals, when convic- 
ted, will not be cut off from fociety, but be com. 
pelled, by their labor, to make fome atonement 
for their crimes. When difcharged from their 
confinement, they will carry back into the world a | 

habit of induftry, more or lefs confirmed, with | 
the knowledge of a trade which they did not, Pees 


haps, 
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haps, before poffefs, anda portion of the earmings 
of their labor, during their fervitude, to fupply 
their immediate wants. Thefe may fecutre them 
from,—ceriainly leave them lefs expofed to their 
former temptations. Make a man labor, fays 
Voltaire, and you make him honeft. This will be 
rendered much more probable by making reli- 
gious inftruction a part of their difcipline. With 
but little expence, or inconvenience, this may be 
done. It will only be neceflary to purchafe a fmalk 
number of Bibles, with a few other well felected 
books, andto have an apartment provided, within 
the Penitentiary, for public worfhip onthe fabbath. 
This would be performed, in fucceflion, gratuitouf- 
ly, by the Clergy in its vicinity. Men fecluded 
from fociety, deprived of their ufual fenfual grati- 
fications, torn from thofe vicious courfes by which 
the mind has been fo conftartly occupied as to ad= 
mit of no ferious refiection, are {till unable to re- 
{train its activity. They are compelled to take a 
view ef their past life, and to dwell, with intenfe~ 
nefs of thought, on their present condition: Hav- 
ing now no means to filence, or drown, the impor- 
tunate clamors of confcience, the former prefents 
to them a feries of actions which become the fuel 
of the bittereft remorfe, and the /aster compels 
them to take the neareft view, in the power of hu- 
manity, of their own inconceivably wicked hearts— 
putrid by their frequent pollutions. 


Doctor Young fays—and, I prefume, truly fays, 


“« Heav’n’s fov’reign faves all beings, Sut bimse/f, 
‘© That hedious fight, a zaked human beart.’’ 


Yet confined offenders fee enough of their 
depravity to render the view horrible. 


Willingly would they again blunt efiete’ con 
ciences 





. 
. 





if 
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feiences by their former opiates—willingly would 
they fhunthe baleful fight. . Themfelves they de- 
teit; to the world they cannot teturn. Whither 
canthey fy ? They are driven for refuge to that 
Gop from wham alone the truely weary can find 

reft, and the troubled canicience peace. With 
penitence they rejoice to find fuch a helper in time 
of need—one who pities them tn their forlorn con— 
dition. Tho’ cut—catt, and forgecten by the world, 
they find they are rememberec by him whom, 

before, ‘they knew not; and, if truely repentant, 
will be taken to his bofom, and illed , In a dun- 


- 


geon, with nppatorts to which the pleafures of thei 


a 


former lives afford a miferabie contra ft. 


Upon the execution of this plan, we repeat, 
that Hie conviction of offenders will be no lon nger 


evaded from the apprehenfion of a rigorous fen~., 
tence, but be pronounced as an act of suftice te 


the community, and of real charity to the culprit. 
From the execution of this plan; we may reafona-_ 
bly prefume will refult—inftead of acquittals, in- 
coniiftent with evidence, a frequency, approach— 
ing nearly to a certainty, ee the conviction of the 
cuilty, and a confequent deminution of crimes ;— 


+ 
<<. 


inftead of a total lofs of th money now expended , 
in their confinement, and p: rofecution, a partial 


faving, if not an entire retmbu fement tothe ftate; 
inftead of being turned adrift, while the knowledge. 
ef their perfons, and of their crimes, is frefh in the 
memory of -every one, alike deftitate of the 
means of immediate fubtiftence, a nd of capability 
to procure future fupport, thus, defpited and def 
tirute, to be expoted to the ftrong temp- 
tation of renewing their villainous career—they 
are difcharged when the recollection ot them- 
felves, and of their offences, is much obfcured, 
and may, therefore, expect a more indulgent recep- 
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tion—difcharged, too, with a part of the produce 
of their own labor, which ferves at once to place 
them above the folicitations of immediate want, 
and as an earneft of the independent fupport that 
they may obtain by the ikil! which they have ac- 
quired, exerted in honeft induftry intteid of 
citizens’ -being cut off from [ociety, or rendered 
greater villains by pafling through the hands of 
juftice, they will be reitored to ‘the community, 
probably much amended, perhaps wholly res 


olaimed. 


Impreffed with a belief of the truth of thefe 
principles and confequences, we the fubfcribers, 
titizens of the State of Georgia, prefent with due 
deference, to your honorable body, our requeft— 
That an alteration may be made in our penal code, 
fubftituting labor, and confinement, folitary, or 
otherwife, as may be deemed expedient, in parti- 
cular cafes, inftead of the generality of punifh- 
ments now-in force; and that, for this purpofe, a 
fuitable building be erected in fuch part of the 
flate as may be judged moft proper. 


Your Memorialifts concéive that a {mall one, 
at prefent, would be fufficient ; but that it fhould 
be conftructed on a {cale that would admit cor- 
re{ponding additions, when they become neceflary 
by an increafe of population. 


Should the bufinefs of your honorable Bedy 
prevent you from making the defirable alterations 
in our code, during the enfuing feflion, your Me- 
morialifts further intréat—That you would ap- 
point perfons to report a code, or to procure the 
codes of the ftates above mentioned, to be fubmit— 
ted to the Legiflature at the fucceedins feffion, and 


that, in the mean time, arrangements may be made 
fer 
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for the conftruction of the building to be ufed as a 
Penitentiary. 


Ifthe opiniens which have been fuggefted 
are juft—as is prefumable from the number and 
fefpectability of their advocates, both in Europe, 
and.in America, and from the fuccefs of the ex- 
periments which have been founded on them—your 
Memorialifts ufe the freedom moft refpectfully te 
obferve—That the execution of the above fcheme 
becomes an object of indifpenfable obligation. 
Governments are faid to be maintained by rewards 
and punifhments, bat the fuperior neceffity of the 
latter is univerfally acknowledged. Hence it is 
that the penal code of all civilized nations has been 
deemed fo momentous an object of Leygiflative 
attention : And it has ever been found that the 
utility of penal codes, depends upon their fitnefs— 
their practicability. It is in vain that men aflociate 
for mutual happinefs, if they are unable to protect 
their common rights by the certain, and adequate 
punifhment of thofe who violate them. It is vain, 
or injurious, that the beft principles, the moft falu- 
tary objects, are declared in laws, unlefs they are 
fanctioned by fuch penalties as will enfure their 
execution—penalties, the infliction of which wilt 
not produce evils greater than thofe which they are 
defigned to prevent. If by a harth fentence a fel- 
low-being is deprived of life, for the commiiffion 
of a trivial or inadequate offence, i is culpability te 
be afcribed to the jury, who by a confcientious 
adherence to their oath pronounced him guilty, in 
conformity to law, and the evidence adduced te 
them ; orto the Legiflature who impofed, or fuf- 
fered them to remain fubiect to the neceflity of 
pronounc ing fucha verdict ? If froma repugnance 
to the difpros yportionate . feverity of a law, they 
acquit the accuted, are his repeticion ef —“— 

al 
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and confequent obduracy, to be imputed, more 
to their conicientious tendernefs, than to the mif- 
take, or omiffion of the Legiilature, who occa- 
fioned, or who might have prevented their em- 
parrafiment, or theirerror ? 


From the inattention with which addreffes, 
and animadverfions on the fubject of this Memo- 
rial have hitherto been paffed over, there is toe 
much reafon to apprehend that individuals have 
excufed themfelves for their omiffion, by confid- 
ering that it was equally the duty of others to ad- 
wance the objects which are here propofed, and 
that the cenfure of neglect being divided among 
all the members of a Legiflature, would occafion 
but a fmall portion of blame to be imputed te— 
each of them. This mode of determining on our 
ewn conduct, and perhaps upon that of others, is 
not uncommon. Burt would it not be more cor- 
rect to affert, hat much of that evil ts impurable 
to every one of thofe who forefee its probable 
eccurrence, and placed, either voluntarily, or by 
the approving Importunity of their con{tituents, 
ftations, in which they might prevent ‘ninth to 
do fo ? Tothofe who are juftly fenfible of duty, 

and will unbiafedly examine this queftion, is its fo- 
jutionreferred ? Whatever may be the refult, we 
think we may fafely afirm, that the community 
have ftrong claims upon, and indulge as ardent 
expectations that they will not be difappointed in, 
the exertions of thofe whofe reafon, and whofe ex- 
perience, the fruit of her exercifes, dictate to them 
the propriety, the neceffity, of thefe meafures, and 
who may be enabled by their influence to carr 
them into effect. 

Molt refpectfully your, 


PFELLOW-CITIZENS! 


Ir 
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Ir muft add to the pleafure of every humane 
reader to know, and the Editor with pleafure re- 
marks, that exact copies of the above Memorial 
are diftributed through the ftate for fignatures.— 
On what grounds a fingle name it may folicit can 
be refufed, or how any member of the Legiflature 
can view the odes of the Memorialifts other- 
wife than important, is {carcely conceivable. In 
order to their fpeedy atrainment nothing is necef- 
fary but the divine bleffing on a liberal combina- 
tion of indvidual exertions. It is, therefore, 
hoped that every con{cientious citizen, on this oc- 
cafion, will come forward, and contribute to the 
honor and happinefs of the flate of Georgia. 





-- —-~ 
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LETTER o# MIXED-COMMUNION, 


BY THE 


EDITOR, 


» 


OGober, 15, 1802, Savannah. 
MY DEAR BROTHER, 


] HAVE juft received your friendly letter on 
mixed-communien ; and haften to relieve your 
mind, as fully as poffible, from anxiety on this 
fubject. Your_eftablifhment in what I believe to 
be the truth, as it is in yesus, I will endeavor to 
both imitate, and promote. I! perfectly agree 
with you, that defirable as union among chriftians 
is, it muft never be fought at the expence of iategri— 
ty :—But an object fo important, you will readily 
admit, ought to be promoted by all means, in our 
power, confiftent with the word of Gop, anda 
goed con(cience. Be affured, my brother, that it 
is 
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is only on the ground, and principles of eternal 
gruth that I feek wusfon. 


My publithed expreffions, you will find, ad- 
mit of no other sacsci tates Riddle Gop forbid that £ 
fhould ever, intentionally, deviate a hair’s-breadta 
from reGitude, or, which is the fame thing—he 
yules of ihe Gospel, 


A great, and glorious work of cop is going 
on, not only in Europe, and the United States 
of America, generally, but in Georgia alfo; and 
while it excites the gratitude, I nape. will combine 

the efforts, and enflame the zeal, of all the true 
followers of JEsus CHRIS*. 


Tam happy to hear that you incline to come 
everand helpus. My handsare full; and I much 
need your afliftance. Among other more impor- 
tant objects which, as a w viters I have in view, | 
with to fhew the world that the Baptifts hold no 

illiberal fentiments, and are not only willing, but 

desirous to meet their brethren of oth er perfua~ 
fions, on any fair grounds, with a view to a {crip— 
tural accommodation of exifting differences, as 
far as thefe may be inimical to peace, and our fuc.. 
gefs againit the common enemy. 


Affectionately yours, &c. 








REVIVAL or RELIGION ar BLACK 
CREEK. 


Las vicinity in which this revival bas taken 
place, is about thirty miles fouth-weft of Savan— 
nah. <A few folitary profeffors of the chriftian 

religion 
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religion were fettled in that dark quarter; but the 
body of the inhabitants, without fchools, or any 
houfe of worfhip, appeared to be the willing cap- 
tives of Satan, and under the fhadow of death.— 
The gofpel was, indeed, occafionally preached 
among them, at the invitation, and in the houfes 
of their religious neighbors; but, ’till lately, with 
very little vifible effect. It is now hoped, on 
jut grounds, that cop has gracioufly vifited them 
with the lioht of life. Through that newly-inha- 
bited region, where, a few months fince, intempe- 
recice, profanity, and their ufual affociates, roamed, 
relicion fheds her attractive luftre, meeting the 
eye with the {mile of benevotence, faluting the ear 
with pious converfation, and aladdening the heart 
with hymns of praife. The inftrument cop has 
been pleafed to honor in producing this happy 
change, is Mr. l{ham Peacock, who wasamember 
of an adjacent Baptift Church, under the paftoral 
care of f the rev. Heal Cook, and vilited them as 2 
licenfed preacher. ‘Though young in the miniftry, 
and without the advantages of a learned education, 
Mr. Peacock wz 1s eminently owned in converting 
Sisters from the error of their ways. He com. 
manded very general attention, and powerful im- 
preflions were made on the minds of many under 
his miniftrations. Numbers who had never 
fhewn the leaft concern for their fouls before, were 
emboldened, publicly, and with tears, to requeft 
his prayers, and were under fuch engagements te 
find peace with Gop, that they fpent whole nights, 
as well as days, in religious exercifes. In fomein- 
ftances, thefe arduous ftruggles of the mind were 
attended with convulfions fimilar to thofe which 
have fo generally, and ftrongly marked the prefent 
extenfive and glorious reviv ral of religion. It was 
feared, in a few cafes, that thefe bodi ly affections 
would terminate in death ; ; but though from their 
firength, 
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itrength, and continuance for feveral days and 
nights, with intermiilions, they were truly alarm- 
ing, they- all iffued in the unfpeakable joys ofa 
finifhed faivation. Others who were exercifed 
gently, gave, however, very fatisfactory evidence 
that they had pafied from death unto life. ‘The 
increafe of thefe precious fruits led to the 


Ordination of the rev. IsHAM Peacock. 


This folemn rite was performed, on Sunday 
the rsthof Auguft, 1802. The meeting for that 
purpofe was appointed at Mr. John Albriton’s; 
but held, from the Jargenefs of the congregation, 
and for the convenience of adminiftering baptifm, 
near a {mall ftream, under the thade of trees, about 
three hundred yards from his houfe. A fermon, 
fuited to the occafion was delivered by the Editor. 
The candidate then publicly rehearfed the leading 
articles of his faith; and as it appeared to the 
miniftérs convened that he was called of Gop to 
preach the gofpel, the ordination prayer was made 
by the rev. Mr. Goldwire, with impofition of 
hands. After this the newly-ordained minifter 
was prefented with the right hand of fellowship, 
anda Bible. A charge was next addrefled to him 
by the rev. Mr. Cook, who concluded with a few 
remarks on the mutual duties of preachers, and 
thole who are, or might de their hearers. 


On difmiffing the audience, thirteen perfons, 
moftly in the prime of life, who had been received 
by experience the day before, prefented them- 
felves for baptifm. The fight was pleafing; but 
a vifible folemnity clothed the fpectators. With- 
eut lofs of time, all repaired to the water, flinging 


ene of doctor Rippon’s baptifmal hyinns. fin- 
‘thine this on the bank of the ftream, a fhort dii- 
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courfe was delivered on the fcriptural mode, and 
fubject of baptif{m, and prayer. made for a blefling 
on the ordinance. The young minifter, with the 
firfl fruits of his labors, then went down into the 
water; and they were all fucceffively buried with 
curist by baptifm, and in rifing from the liquid 
erave, exhibited, as in a mirror, his refurrection. 
As they returned from the water, the coun- 
renances of thofe who were finging a well-adapted 
fone of praife, feemed to exclaim, Behold pri- 
nitive fimplicity, Aaron’s rod budding, and the 
Georgian~defert blooming like the rofe ! 


An intermiffion of half an hour now tock 
r ci ng was followed, at the houfe of Mr. 
Albrito }, by the 


~ st 
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CONSTITUTION OF BLACK CREEK CHRUCH. 
The thirteen newly-baptized perfons prefent+ 
ed them! re ves for this purpofe. On inquiring into 
circumiftances relative to the cafe, the helps who 
had been called, were unanimeu fly of opinion that 
the word and providence of Gop clearly entitled 
them toconftirution. The editor then made a few 
remarks on the materials, order, and powers of a 
cofpel-church ; the candidates exchanged the 
rivht hand of écliow fhip ; and a prayer appropriate 
to the occafion was offered up, by the rev. Mr. 
Cook. At requeft, Mr. Peacock was difmifled 
from the church of which he was a member, to 
this new body , who received him with much atiec- 
tion and joy. After giving the right hand of fel- 
lowfhip to him, they cheerful! y extended it to all 
the minifters prefent, in token of fellowfhip with 
their fifter-churches. They then figned a writtei 
covenant, and prefented a call to their greatly be- 
loved father in the gofpel, who, in accepting it, 
became 
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became their paftor, and addreffed to them in par- 
ticular, and the congregation generally, an im- 
preffive exhortation. This fmall, but continually 
increafing fociety,* agreed to be known, and dif- 
tinguifhed by the title of “‘ THE BLACK-CREEK 
cHurcn,’’ and the pleafing folemnities of 
the day concluded with the adminiftration of the 
LoRD’s fupper. 


The editor obferves, with pleafure, that the 
behavior of the people through thefe various ex- 
rcifes, would have done credit to a worfhiping 
Affembly in Philadelphia. : 


* Te confifts already of upwards of forty members, 














CONVERSION. 


Remarkable conversion of a Lady. 
J 


Tuoucn this happy change in an immortal 
mind is not a recent, as it is an anpublished, indu- 
bitable fact, communicated to the editor by the 
rev. Lovelefs Savidge, near Augufta, it is thought 
worthy of prefervation in this Repofitory. This 
Lady was born of very wealthy parents, in the 
ftate of Virginia, polifhed with all the elegancies of 
a fafhionable education, and difpofed of in mar- 
lage to agentleman whe was what is called a mor- 

tal deift—believing in neither the {criptures, nor 
a future exiftence. Shortly after the celebration 
of their nuptials they removed to this ftate,. Here 
their bountiful benefactor was pleafed to add to 
their ample fortune, a child, the fruit, and pledge 
ef their mutual love. But as yet neither of them 
E had 
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had acknowledged Gop, or attempted to give him 
the glory due to his great name. Inftead of ex- 
eiting their gratitude, and difpofing them to beni- 
ficence, abounding bleflings inflated their minds 
with pride and arrogance. However, by the fove- 
reign, and efhicacious grace of cop, the flattering 
attentions, and numerous congratulations of vifi- 
tants, did not prevent this fair young mother from 
thinking, and fpeaking ferioufly on her fpiritual 
{tate, and a folemn reckoning in the worid to come. 
On ufing all arts, in vain, to divert her attention 
to more agreeable objects, her fond, but muftaken 
huifband, pronounced her infane. 


She had occafionally heard the gofpel preach- 
ed, and feeling her need of fpiritual affiftance, 
fent one evening for Mr. Savidge. He went im— 
mediately to her houfe, and being conducted into 
her apartment, was received in a very friendly and 
polite manner, by both the lady and her hufband. 
Without lofing a moment, fhe told Mr. Savidge, 
that ihe rad fens for him to pray for her. On en- 
quiring into her condition, fhe faid fhe was tite 
greaicit finner living, and in the utmoft diftrefs. 
Her pride, particularly, fhe confidered as a fin 
too great to be forgiven, and related an inftance of 
her haughtinefs which fhe faid was the occafion of 
unf{peakable torment to her foul. It was as foi- 
lows :— 

On the way from Virginia to Georgia, fhe 
difdainfully ordered her overfeer, his wife, and 
children, to begone from a fire to which they were 
approaching, almoft frozened, and would not fuf- 
fer them to partake of its warmth, with herfelt, 
till another could be made. For this, the terifi- 
ed lady faid fhe could never expect forgivenefs. 
And fuch was her alarm, and the ftate of her ima- 


gination, that fhe could not bear a red garment in 
; her 
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her fight, from its fuppofed refemblance ef hell- 
fire, nor any thing black, as exciting an idea of the 
Devil. 

In reply, Mr. Savidge told her that cop had 
provided a great savior, for great finners ; and, 
in a word, fhewed her the w ay of falvation by ysesus 
E€HRIST; then fang a fuitable hymn, and went to 
prayer. After this fhe converfed as a difcreet and 
well-informed perfon, and intifted on {pending the 
whole night, as it was [pent, in religious exercifes. 
During this time fhe frequently faid to her huf- 
band, ‘* My dear, is not this employ far better, and 
more fatisfying, than all the balls and entertain- 
ments we ufed tohavein Vir rginia ‘ia 


Mr. Savidge returned home the next morning, 
and at his requeft, Mrs. Savidge, and a refpectable 
female acquaintance, made a vifit to the diftreff- 
ed Jady very fhortly afterwards. ‘They found her 
clothed with humility. In their prefence, fhe cal- 
led all her fervants, of both fexes, gave each of 
them her hand, and other tokens of her regard and 
affection, After this her huftand confined her to 
her room for many days, from an apprehenfion that 
fhe was in a ftate of perfect infanity ; but ina fhore 
time with great ferenity and compofure fhe attend- 
ed public worfhip, and repeatedly folicited him to 
grant her the privilege to join a gofpel-church by 
baptifm. This he didnot directly deny; but put 
her off; and fuppofing that abfence from her 
friends had caufed all her concern, fettled his af- 
fairs, and returned to Virginia. 


Many enlightened, and judicious perfons con- 
verfed with her. before ‘the left this ftate, and had 
fellowfhip with her, fsa real chriftian. Itappears, 
from undoubted authority, that fince her return to 
her native countrv, fhe has leela very humble, and 
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orderly life, adorned with great fimplicity of drefg 
and manners, prefering the daughters of piety, 
though in the humbleft fpheres, to all others, as her 
companions. 

After giving this interefting narrative, the 
editor’s venerable correfpondent thus concludes :—~ 


** This makes me fay, 


** The torD can break the proudest heart, 
And bend the stoutest of our race ; 

Can make them from their sins depart, 
And save thetr guilty souls by grace.”* 


EACOOSCOOCOSCOONMSOHSSAS BH OG CCOOBOOSECLI OS OB SC OOSSER 


A SKETCH, 


Of the late reverend Tuomas Norris. 


ir ROM the editor’s recollection of this amiable 
man, and eminent minifter of the gofpel, he feels 
a pleafure in attempting to tran{mit his zame to 
pofterity. He fincerely regrets that he can do lit. 
tle more, for want of materials. 


Mr. Norris was born in the year of our LorD 
1743, and in his twenty—firft year became a mem- 
ber of a Baptift Church. For feveral years, with 
a modefty approaching to diffidence, he honorably 
filled the ftation of a private member in this foci. 
ety, and read, and ftudied the fcriptures of truth, 
with no other key befides that of experience, to 
unlock their facred myftcries. The progrefs he 
made in biblical knowledge was very re{pectable ; 
but by no means difproportionate to the evennels 
ef his deportment, or the piety of his conyerfation. 


At 
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At about twenty -fix years of age he was ordained a 
minifter of €oD’s word, in his twenty—eighth ycar, 
commenced conjugal life, and ten years afterwards 
left a widow, with four {mali children, at a cal! to 
enter a celeftial manfion. His remains were de- 
pofited at the houfe. of worfhip which he fuccefs- 
fully occupied, en Buth River, in South—Carolina. 
The editor has a perfect recollection of his mild, 
benevolent, and engaging countenance, graceful 
geftures, and melodious voice; and believes he 
was generally, and jusé/y, admired for his animated, 
gud evangelical, pulpit-communications, 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION, 


At Black-Swamp, South-Carolina, about foriy 


miles north-west of Savannab. 


A refpectable Baptift Church has been in this 
place, and favored withthe highly-valued minifiry 
of therev. Alexander Scott, for about twenty years. 
A ftrict dicipline has been maintained, and threugh 
the various tryals. which have been experienced, 
cop has never left his fervants there without fome 
tokens of his prefence, and approbation. 


They have, indeed, enjoyed feveral very re~ 
frefhing feafons, in which the acceiiions to their 
number, by baptifm, have been confiderable ;— 
but intelligent, Mee worthy correfpondents afiure 
the editor, that a revival of religion, in that place, 
has now commenced, which much exceeds all of for- 
merperiods. Not only the labors of their venerable 
paftor, but thofe of the rev. Mofes Hadley, have 
been eminently owned in producing this happy itate 
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of things. The word is preached with peculiar 
enlargement, and energy, and prayers are addrefled 
to Gop, by private, as well as public characters, - 
with an unufual degree of liberty and fervency.— 
Old profeffors have rifen, very vifibly, in the di- 
vine life, and their converfation is in heaven. A 
number of young people, of both fexes, fome of 
whom were remarkable for their gaiety, and infi- 
delity, have joyfully put on the yoke of curisrt, 
and are open, and liberal in praifing Gop for de- 
liverance, by his grace, from ‘‘ the greateft guilt and 
| diftrefs.’” Upwards of forty have lately been ad- 
| ded tothe Black-Swamp Church, by baptifm ; 
: and the work appears to be ftill on the increafe. 
** So many,’’ fays ane of the editor’s correfpon- 
dents, ‘‘ are now under ferious impreffions, that, 
E it is hoped, the great and good work is but begin- 
ningamong us. The hearts of chriftians appear 
to be fired with an holy zeal in. the caufe of Gop, 
and their conftant prayer is, that the Redeemer 
| would every where unfurl his banner, and extend 
} his conquefts. I prefume chriftian benevolence 
; never flowed in more copious ftreams through. this 
community, that it now does ; our language feems 
to be that of gratitude and love.”’ 3 
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SINGULAR DEATH 
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Of Mrs. Dantex, verbally communicated 10 the 
Editor by ber son, Mr. Daniel, and his wife. 


M..:. Cnaritty Danie, whofe maiden-name 
was Powel, died laft February in Bulloch County ; 
aged forty-eight years, 


@n the morning preceding her deceafe, in the 
afternoon, 
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afternoon, the editor’s informants left her in per. 
fect health, expecting their return at dinner-time, 
Shortly after this hour they arrived, found victuals 
{carcely cold, covered on the table; and, to their 
unutterable furprife, their mother in her grave- 
clothes ! She had alfo prepared, and taken poffef. 
fion of a fuitable place for her corpse ! 


To the earneft, and affectionate enquiries 
which were immediately addrefled to her, fhe 
ealmly replied, ‘*J am admonished by a strong 
impression on my mind, that my departure is at 
hand. JI bope grace has prepared me for my 
ebange ; and I bave no desire to remain any longer 
in this werld. Pray be composed, and resign me to 
the will of my cov. lam going to the rest that I 
have long desired.’’ _ With the beft means in their 
power toreanimate her feeble body, they ufed all 
the remonftrances, and entreaties, that prudence 
and affection could fuggetft, to banifh from her 
mind the idea of inftant diffolution. Obferva- 
tioris were made on her eafe, and the natural ap- 
pearance of her countenance, and hopes very con~ 
fidently éxpreffed, that fhe muft be mis/aken in 
her views of fo fudden a death. Inreply the faid, 
‘¢ I should be very sorry to find this the case; bus 
amunder no apprehension of it. IL have received an 
assurance of being in beaven in a short time. My 
soul is in perfed peace, I feet no pain, and am bap- 

“* Compose yourselves, and leave me to my joys. 
Love and serve Gov, and you will soon follow me to 
his presence. May Gov bless you, my dear cbil-~ 
dren, and keep you in the way of his boly command- 
menis 1°* | 

With great compofure, the directed a pair of 
hofe, and a handkerchief, which fhe had lain by 
themfelves for the purpofe, to be put on her 
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corpfé, as the only articles fhe had omitted, iff 
otherwife fitting herfelf for the coffin. Nothing 
like diftor:ion was feen in her features, no fymp- 
tom of alarm, nor the flighteft degree of derange- 
ment appeared in her conduct, or cdénverfation.— 
Life gradually retreated from the extremities of the 
{yftem, breath began to fail, and in the courfe of 
a very few minutes after words ot perfect fenfe, and 
exalted piety, ceafed to drop from her empurpled 
lips, fhe gently departed. | 


From what Mrs. Dafiiel did; with her 6wn 
hands, during the abfence of her fon, and daught- 
ér-in-law, and the ftate in which they found things, 
on their return, they think that within two hours 
from the time fhe confidered herfelf warned to 
prepare immediately for death, fhe was in eterni- 
ty. What natural caufe cop might employ, in 
affifting this happy foul fo fweetly to ‘* languifh 
into life,’’ they cannot even conjecture. She had 
been remarkably healthy for many years, and never 
appeared fo be more fo than fhe was afew hours 
before fhe foared on her celeftial pinions. 


Mrs. Daniel, early in life, embraced religion, 
and continued through her remainirig days, a high- 
ly-approved member of a Baptift Church. Seve- 
ral of her neighbors, who are werthy ‘of the high— 
eft confidence, fpeak of her as a'worthy and ir- 
reproachable character. ! 


The extraordinary manner of her diffelution 
is faid 1o have a happy effect, in connexion with 
her dying counfel, on her furviving relatives; and 
to every reflecting reader death, in fuch a form as 
this, excites no terrific idea, but brightens into a 
moft defirable change. ‘* O death! where is thy 


fting ? 
Thanks 
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‘Thanks be to cop, whogiveth us the victory 
through our LoRD JESUS CHRIST.” 


‘© O! if my LorD would come and meet 
My soul, she’d stretch ber wings int beste ; 
Fly fearless thro’ death’s iron-gate, 

Nor feel the terrors.as she passed. 


Jesus can*makRe a dyéng bead 

Feel soft as downy pillows are, - 
While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there.’’ 


FWURNENENEAEMEMEMNSF 
ANOTHER REVOLUTION IN FRANCE. 


Extra& frem the Georgia Gazette, for Sept. 
2, 1802, under the London head. 

_. June g. Our Parifian eorrefpondent writes, 
that the moft ftrange revolution which has taken 
place in his country, is that lately effected in the 
matter ofreligion. In'lefs than fifteen days there 
were, at leaft; ten thoufand communicants, who 
took the facrament, for the first time ; and, among 
thefe, the majority were more than thirty years of 
age. The ‘phate of Paris are now litterally groan. 
ing, in confequence of this revolution, under the 
preffure of catachifms, prayers, and other {piritual 
books. i 

N._B. Paine’s ‘* Age of Reason” begins, 
literally, te increafe light, in the United States of 
America :—I mean—rirge-LIGHT. EDITOR. 


_ Many that believed came, and confeffed, and 
fhewed their deeds. Many of them alfo who ufed 
curious ‘arts brought their books together, and 
burned them before all men: and they counted the 
price of them, and found it-fifty thoufand: pices of 
filver. So mightily grew the word of Gop. «| 
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A RIGID DEIST’s CONVERSION. 


.» 


Avcust 20, 1802. 
To ibe Editor of the Georgia Analytical Repository. 
REV. SER,” 


Lirtiz did Tonce think of ever addreffing 


you with refpect, in your public character. I be- 
lieved with Fhomas Paine, that all the Prophets 


were liars, sesus of Nazareth a grand impofter, all 
his Apoftles, Minifters, and followers, either fools 
or knaves, and the Bible a book of abfurd lies.— 


Yes, in the face of all evidence, and in {pite of rea- 


fon this was my creed. I was as much confirmed 
in Deittical fentiments, perhaps, as any man in the 
world. | be 
My parents gave me a moderate educa- 
tion, and ata time of life when the mind is moft 
like to receive and retain impreffions, I entered in- 
to the American army, and greedily imbibed a 
large portion of thofe imported principles which 
roduced, among our vain young officers, efpecial- 
ly, fo fudden a crop of Mufhroom-Deifts.. I ad- 
vanced from bad to worfe, among the moft impi- 
ous, and prophane companions | could procure, by 
almoft .imperceptible degrees,. *till I met with 
Paine’s Age of Reafon. ‘This book being exact- 
ly fuited to my tafte, {peaking the very language of 
my heart, and fatisfying all my defires, I mounted 
at once,.on its authority, fuperior to every reftraint, 
and diftinguifhed myfelf as one of the moft open, 
daring, and blafphemous deifts of this age. My 
wife who was, and.is, pioufly inclined, I forced 
from a religious connexion, and kept, with every 
other perfon over whom I had fuffigient influence, 
from: entering any place of worfhip. And _ finding 
no oaths in ufe, by which I could exprefs my. in- 
dignation againit all profeffors, and efpecially 
Minifters 
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Minifters of the Chriftian Religion, I loaded them, 
in the moft public:manner, with a horrid variety of 
new-fangled imprecations. You, fir, .whom I 
now addrefs with pleafureas my ineftimable friend, 
had your fhare of thefe caufelefs »curfes. -I-went 
{everal times out of curiofity to hear you preach, 
and read fome of your late publications: © With: 
the blindnefs and: madnefs which reigned. in my 
breaft at the time, ‘I confidered you as an artful 
hypocrite, threatened to confute you before the fa- 
ces of your friends, and ferioufly meditated a fyf- 
tem of oppofition to your meatures.. Under thefe 
cireumftances, I was afked by an,old acquaintance 
ef mine, who had become, and continues, a warm 
friend of yours, if I would not. go and hear you 
lecture. I refufed, but he intifted I fheuld go; 
and was pleafed to fay, in the courfe ot our con- 
verfation, ‘* I know 1 am not able to argue with 
you, but will you fuffer me to afk. you a.queftion 
or two, and return me candjd:an{wers?’’ Lxeplyed; 
by all means. \He then faid; * Are you sure thar 
all Christians are wrong and that -you are right, as 
a deift?”’ I paufed; and ftruck-with the myftery, 
and immenfity of things in-création, .1 was;con- 
ftrained to fay, no. | ‘*% Weli,’’?) he .continued, 
** have you ever earneftly prayed to that. Gop.in 
whem you proteis to believe, to fhow yeu wheth- 
er you are right, or wrong, in your oppofition ” 
Jesus Curist ?’’ Knowing. that I never had, f 
again returned a candid anfwer in the, negativc.— 
“s Now as this is the cafe;”’, ‘he faid, ‘‘ my-sadvice 
to you is, to pray, to Gop. to fatisfy you. on, this im- 
portant queftion.’’ The reafonablenefs of this ad- 
vice was fo evident, that as -we were alone; ‘I fell 
immediately; on my kuees, and prayed to cop for 
light in the pecessrbile I had: with Chriftians !— 
Upon this I went to your Lecture, liftened atien- 
tively, and felt iome defire to hear without preju- 
dice.. Afterthis I determined to examine the poine 
i had attempted to pray for light in, to the, beft of 
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my abilities; and’ that with conftant prayer to” 
Gop to ftrengthen my powers, and direct to the 


| os pegeres ‘At this ftage of the inveftigation, my. 
ine 


fs called mea diftance from the city, and all 
public ordinances of religion. ‘A little attention 
to chriftianity foen convinced me, as it did Roffeau, 
that the arguments in its favor are unanfwerable: 
As I faw plainly, this religion ‘could not poffibly 
be proved falfe, the unavoidable conclufion, :¢ 
may therefore be true, rufhed’on my ‘mind with 
refiftlefs force. Befet ‘with. paffions, prejudices, 
and difficulties, I began to ‘find I was ‘a weak fin- 
ful creature, and ‘with fome enlargement and ‘fervor 
J continued to pray for light in divine and eternal 
things, Indeed’ my engagements became and re- 
mained fo great for feveral weeks; that I firmly 


_ beheve I did not fleep more than two hours inthe 


twenty-four, upon an average, during the time. I 
Joft'all relith for fociety, and what food I took was 
more: frem principle than’ natural ‘inclination.— 
Yet, furprifing as it may appear, my health was 
very little impaired, and } performed ‘my ufual 
bufinefs.» My views of fin, and by confequence of 
miy own ftate and charatter,*were materially alter- 
ed; ‘and ‘every thing’ I read and heard, even the 
converlation of my wife and infant-fon, feemed te 
reprove ‘mic. A reprimand ‘I received: from: the 
latter; who feldom heard any thing from my lips 
but'tridicule of the church of cop, convinced me =I 
was in the broad way to ruin.’ In fhort, I.was made 
to fee‘that divine juftice was armed againft me, 
and to feel my need a' Mediator and Savior.' °° 


Hence it became my ardent defire that the 
{criptures might prove true. I faw no ‘other way 
befides'that which they unfold, in which ‘I could 
approach an infinitely juft and holy cop. “My 
mind was ftill, hewever, involved in the moft aw- 


ful darknefs, and underthe pain of dreadful uncer- 


tainty as to the: iffue of thefe diftreffes. But, when 
ready 
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ready to iink in defpair, with-unexpected and fur- 
prifing mercy, the cop of all grace was pleafed to 
vifit my foul. At a late hour of the nighs, en- 
gaged in meditatien, and prayer, I was enabled to 
look on a crucified Savior, with fuch emotions, as 
rendered it in my fituation difficult, if poflible, for 
me to determine, whether my .eyes,. or my faith 
and imagination, were the organs ‘by which, [ 
gazed on the glorious object before me. . In either 
cafe; I am fully convinced the fecene, and effects 
produced, were equally wonderful ;, and J cannot, 
at this time, prefume pofitively, nor is it materia! 
to determine, which of thefe methods a Sovercign 
Gop was pleafed to take with a moft miferable 
finner.; but this I know, I beheld him whom f 
had pierced, and while | mourned, cryed_ out, with 
Thomas, *‘ My rorp and my cop.’’. I acknowl- 
edged. and adored, and I now. moft. cordially ac~ 
knowledge and adore jesus cuRist, in his medi- 
atorial character, as my complete and only Savior. | 
How long I was wrapped up in this ecftacy, or fo 
profoundly exercifed:on thefe facred myfteries, I 
am unable accurately to determine; probably for, at 
leaft, one hour, and part of ‘the time on my feet, 
and.inthe.yard ; the remainder of the night, and 
for weeks afterwards, I was wakeful and contemp- 
lative.to an.aftonifhing degree.’ “My fleep and food 
feemed infufficient, from being reduced to fo {ma!! 
a quantity, to keep me alive, much lefs in the 
comfortable fhare of health and bodily. ftrength, 
which | enjoyed. . Thus entirely, as far as I know, 
out of the ordinary courfe of his dealings with his 
fintul creatures, a gracious Gop was pleafed to con- 
vince me, a. moft blind, daring, and gigantic fin- 
ner, of the truth of the {criptures, and of the divin- 
ity of the LORD JESUS CHRIST, in whom, as the 
only and almighty Saviour of loft finners of Adaian’s 
race; I now as firmly believe as in my own. ex- 
tence. : 

One of my firft acts after being brought 
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to the light and knowledge of the truth, was’ 
to burn Paine’s infamous Age of Reafon, with 
fome other equally deteftable writings, which have 
no doubt, furnifhed Hell as well as the Gallows, 
with many fubjects. My firft call on you was 
with our friend above-mentioned, to make the 
above declaration ; and as you were pleafed to ex- 
prefs a wifh to fee it in writing, for publication, 
as a remarkable inftance of fovereign grace, I 
tranfmit it, and leave the ufe of it to your own 
difcretion. I withhold my name from the public, 
merely becaufe it is immaterial to ftrangers ‘who I 
am, and others will know without my fignature. 
My aim is now, I truft, to glorify my new mafter 
in affociating with his people, and walking in his 
ordinances. His fervice [ find, is perfect free- 
dom, and I ftand in aftonifhment at my late blind- 
nefs and delirium, as well as at tee almoft fingular 
difplay of grace, by wich I have found peace with 
Gop, and fuch j joy as a deift will never believe is 
experienced i in the prefent ftate. Ihave had fome 
hard conflicts with a tempter whofe exiftence I 
Jately denied; and begin to be acquainted, mea- 
furably, with his devices. My old deiftical com- 
panions, many, indeed moft of whom I once look- 
ed down upon as pigmies in deifm, will probably 
think me deranged, becaufe I have embraced the 
Chriftian Religion; but if they will act with the 
fame candor and fincerity, that I, threugh grace, 
have done in fearch of truth, they too, will become 
Christiaws. 1 have often been told, and I now 
know, that it is not for the want of evidence that 
men reject CHRIST. There is fufficient proof, 
were it attended to with an honeft heart, that he ts 
the son of cop. Before I conclude, 1 would jutt 
reroark, that no Chriftian, who. was not precitely 
in my ftate, can reafonably think it ftrange, that 
he was not dealt with as Gop. has been pleafed to 
deal with me; and that no one of a different cha~ 
racter can expect, on guit grounds, that his expe- 
experience 
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tiernee will be the same. In fact, among thofe as 
far gone as I was, if any fuch montfters exift, it 
will be a miracle of mercy if one of them fhould, 
in any way, or by any means, efcape damna- 
tion. 

For the injuftice I have done you, my dear Gr, 
I know you would not permit me to afk your par- 
-don, fince cop, I hope, has forgiven me my nu- 
_merous and enormous fins. I will only fay your 
zeal and activity in doing good, which once ex— 
cited my refentment and provoked my oppofition, 
while they command my cordial approbation, en- 
gage me conftantly and fervently to pray that 
GOD may shaamdaerhs firengthen your heart and 
feul in his moft glorious caufe. 


Your most affectionate friend, 


PHILOMATII. 











EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES 


Of the. General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, in the United , pei of America, A. 
D. 1802. . 


FROM THE NEW-YORK MISSIONARY MAGAZINE. 


Da. Affembly having heard from each of their 
. members a circumftantial account of the flate of 
religion in thofe places to which his obfervation 
_ had extended, are happy to ftate as the refuit, that 

there appears to be caufe of mutual congratula— 


tion. 
Though 
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Though vice and immorality ftill too much 
abound, and though in fome of our churches luke. 


-warmnefs: prevails ; yét in general, appearances 


are more favorable than ufual ; the influence of 
Chriftianity during the laft year appears to: have 
been progreffive, and, in many places, the ordi- 
nancés of the gofpel have. been attended with very 
extraordinary fuccefs.—From the eaft, and from 
thé weft, from the north, and from the fouth, the 
moft pleafing intelligence has been receiv- 
ed. 


With joy-have the Affembly heard the glad ti- 
dings of the out-pouring of the Divine Spirit, and 
of.times of refrefhing from the prefence of the 
EORD. | 


Revivals, of a more or Iefs general nature, 
have taken place in many of our  Prefbyteries.— 
The pious have been quickened, the daring ar- 
refted, the haughty humbled, and multitudes of 
once thoughtle s finners have been added to the 
church. In fomé parts of the Stares of Virginia 
and North Carolina, the sprrit of cop has, we 
truft, been poured out in an extraordinary manner, 
and by -accounts received) from Kentucky and 
Tenneffee, the unufual work there, of which the 
Affembly have been heretofore informed, appears, 
during the laft. year. to have -been progreflive.— 
Doubtful as the nature of the revival there: firft 
appeared, from the very fingular circumftances 
which attended it, the Affembly: do exceedingly 
rejoice that in its progrefs abundant evidence ad 
been given that its author is Gop, and its éffects 


highly defirable. |The afpect of an extenfive _ 


eountry has been changed from levity: to feriouf- — 
nefs; {coffers have been filenced, and thoufands 
convinced of fin, of righteoufnefs and judgment te 
come.—In thefe things the Affembly trace the 
footfteps of JEHovan, and recognife the operation 
of his promifed Spirit. 





